Management of meconium aspiration syndrome by tracheobronchial lavage and replacement of Surfactant-TA.
Meconium aspiration syndrome creates mechanical airway obstruction with air trapping and atelectasis. Tracheobronchial saline lavage to dislodge meconium may precipitate respiratory distress, a wet lung appearance and respiratory failure. Two case studies are reported in which meconium aspiration resulted in mechanical obstruction and displacement of surfactant and in whom tracheobronchial saline lavage and artificial surfactant replacement reversed respiratory failure.